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“Literary documents” in the general sense refer to information of historical and reference

values. They play an important role in cultural preservation and serve as the primary source of
information for research.

The Hong Kong Central Library opened in 2001 and launched the Documents Collection
Campaign and Hong Kong Music Collection Campaign in the same year. The two campaigns
aim to arouse public awareness of the preservation of local literary documents and promote
research in local culture.

The Documents Collection Campaign aims to collect literary documents related to Hong Kong
and Chinese Mainland in a wide range of areas including culture, history, literature and arts.
The Hong Kong Music Collection Campaign invites donations of Hong Kong music
documents. With the ardent support from scholars, authors, musicians and the general public
in the past two decades, over 210,000 items of literary documents and 100,000 items of music
documents have been collected through these two campaigns respectively.

Collectibles obtained from the two campaigns consist of valuable historical documents, such as
rare books, old periodicals, manuscripts of writers and musicians, contracts and agreements,
genealogies, old maps, old photos, audio-visual materials as well as stone inscriptions and
rubbings. After conservation and cataloguing, these collections will be available in the
Reference Library for access and research by readers.

To mark the Hong Kong Central Library’s 20" anniversary, the exhibition will feature some
precious collectibles which aims to give readers a better understanding of the accomplishments

i1 of the two campaigns over the years.
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ﬁ Many rare books collected from the Documents Collection Campaign of the

Hong Kong Central Library have great historical and academic values, such as
antiquarian Chinese books published in the Ming and Qing Dynasties and

-
AE_E Western books published in the 18th century.
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He Luo Li Shu was published in woodblock prints in 1632.
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Gu Wen Yuan Jian, a collection of ancient Chinese prose
published in the Qing Dynasty. Its foreword was written by

Emperor Kangxi. The full collection comprises 64 chapters in
30 volumes, in which the five-colour printing method was used.
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The Encyclopaedia Britannica: a dictionary of arts, sciences, and
general literature (9th edition), published in 1875-1889, is widely

known as the “Scholar’s Edition”.
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Calligraphy and Masterpieces
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“5‘-4 Writing is a tool for expressing thoughts and sentiments. Be it a lengthy academic
2 paper or a short article, the writer’s talent and style are often shown in his
) writing, capturing the hearts of readers. The manuscripts and valued pieces of

significance.
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Chunhua Ge Tie, the first anthology of Chinese calligraphic works in
the Northern Song Dynasty, Shunzhi (Qing Dynasty) edition (1646)
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A piece of calligraphy by ZHU Ru-zhen, an imperial court historian in the late Qing Dynasty
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A poem in calligraphy by Professor QIAN Mu, a famous historian and one of the founders of
New Asia College in Hong Kong
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A poem in calligraphy by HSIUNG Shih-i, a famous
bilingual writer and playwright in modern times
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A couplet in calligraphy by Professor JAO Tsung-i, a world-renowned scholar in %
Chinese and Oriental studies as well as arts and culture 4
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calligraphy are the record of the thoughts and life experiences of the writer.
These precious library collections have great commemorative value and historical
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Poems and Ci by Professor LO Hong-lit, a revered scholar in Chinese
classical literature and a famous poet in contemporary China
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Manuscript by LIU Yi-chang, who was a renowned novelist and a veteran
newspaper and periodical editor. In 1985, he founded Hong Kong Literature, a
monthly journal, and worked as its chief editor till 2000.
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Manuscript by HUANG Qing-yun, a pioneer in Chinese literature for children and award-winning
author in Hong Kong
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A piece of calligraphy by TU Nai-hsien, former chief editor of Hong

Kong Literary
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Manuscript by Dr NG Ho, former head of Department of Cinema and Television at Hong Kong
Baptist University, a historian and scriptwriter
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Manuscript of Xun Qin Ji by WONG Yi, a renowned martial arts novelist in
Hong Kong
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44 | Folk Contracts and Agreements
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&. Folk contracts and agreements form an integral part of the daily lives of the
.

j}\ Chinese community, and give us a glimpse of the socio-economic and cultural
o

development in different periods.
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Ration cards issued in the 1940s and 1950s
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Luanshu and fengjian were traditional Chinese wedding documents in the 1930s.
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Marriage certificate and lianyi letter in the 1950s




Learning without Boundary
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rAXE) Educational development in Hong Kong has a long history and can be dated back

to the Song Dynasty (960-1279). In the 19th century, education in Hong Kong

3 ' -+ was provided by churches, village schools and the Government. The Government
- - -

g ol stepped up efforts to develop primary and secondary education from the 1950s

to 1970s, and expanded tertiary education in the 1980s. Documents on
education in Hong Kong during different periods of time are selected to give a
picture of the educational development in Hong Kong.
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Imperial examination papers in the Qing Dynasty
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The Yellow Dragon was first published in 1899 by Queen’s College.

X2 ETRERME
KL HBAN G ADFETS ¥ 19265 EXIRE LA A
RE2FRE - MR B19325F % 2 Fiee) FRMIE

King’s College Prospectus published in 1932
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Primary school textbooks published in the 1950s and 1960s
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.‘%"_ Newspapers and Periodicals Published
#ﬁ in the Early Years of Hong Kong
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e“ Newspapers and periodicals are closely related to people’s livelihood, and
Fﬂﬁ provide valuable information on the social, political, economic and cultural

development in Hong Kong during different periods of time. As a tool for cultural
preservation, they are valuable collectable items of libraries.
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Wei Yi Qu Bao You Suo Wei was a tabloid first published by ZHENG Guan-gong in
1905.
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The China Star was a well-known tabloid first published in 1926.
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Hong Dou, first published in 1933, featured Chinese literature, arts and
western literature
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Hong Kong Chinese Chamber of Commerce Monthly s

Magazine, first published in 1934, mainly featured the
latest market and business news and promoted new }\
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literary works
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Entertainment Industry in Hong Kong
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With an increase in population and rapid economic development, there was an
increasing demand for entertainment facilities in Hong Kong. The opening of the
Tai Ping Theatre in 1904 marked a new milestone in the development of the
entertainment industry in Hong Kong. In the 1950s and 1960s, the film industry

in Hong Kong entered its golden age, with a staggering volume of film production
and great diversity in genre, as well as an abundance of movie stars.
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Trick on Brother-in-Law was the “clay-printed” script of a Cantonese opera
published in 1935.
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Handbill and mimeograph script of Lady Precious Stream, an old
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Cantonese opera translated in 1936 from an English play written by
HSIUNG Shih-i

Synopsis of Spring is in the Air
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Gramophone records Girls are Flowers sung by
Connie CHAN and Colourful Youth sung by Connie
CHAN and Josephine SIAO, as well as the film
novel Colourful Youth
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_ Fatal Irony (1974) and The Legend of the Condor Heroes (1983)

Melody in the Decades
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Among the items obtained from the two campaigns are lyric sheets of Cantonese
opera songs distributed to the audience at teahouses in the old days, and
gramophone records from the 1930s to 1980s. These collections, which leave

traces of the popular music in those days, are the best sources of information for
research in Hong Kong’s music development in the last century.
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An album of lyric sheets of Cantonese opera songs printed by restaurants
in Sheung Wan in the 1930s

(R TH) BHE8h

ETER FRPRXAL TR 0 TP DRE - &
ASL >~ REFGBREAR—F  BRS [PHREg] - (2
HTE) BB B H bARg hAd ZLBAFMKLERESE £
BEAER [RBERE ] LABGEA L (23EL) RREL T —
W RATE R o

Gramophone record Kou Hua Hua Xia Juan recorded by the “humorous
singing queen” ZHANG Yue'r in the 1930s
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Gramophone records Songs of CHENG Kwan-min: A Gambler's Woes and 14 Seater
were released in the 1950s and 1974 respectively. The original version was a
soundtrack song of the acclaimed movie Madame Butterfly (1948) composed by
WOO Man-sum.
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A gramophone record set of the Cantonese opera Princess Chang Ping

(1963) recorded by YAM Kim-fai and PAK Suet-sin’s Sin Fung Ming
Opera Troupe, including 4 records, a lyric booklet and a leaflet
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Gramophone records of the soundtracks to the television dramas The




The Sound of Music
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The Hong Kong Music Collection contains musical works, opera scripts, lyrics,

musical instruments, as well as other music documents. It is an important source
of information for research in Hong Kong music.
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¥ 248 WONG Ching-kuen (1910 - 1967)
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The dong-xiao of Dr WONG Ching-kuen, a renowned performer

J& F ¥ LOO Kah-chi (1917-1996)
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The gaohu of LOO Kah-chi, a Cantonese music maestro

%3 FUNG Wah (1924-2017)
HE—EAEH L A BRE (SR ] AEBR
BARBRRAEE  BTAMERANA  HE5EEL
Bl BETY  SHAERERNRARRS - B
A [5-80| A196049F16 0 SLAHIEEEITH
b DRBFELRPEGGL (R R) TR
PP o

The contract signed by the music society “Kam Lok Fu” in

1960 and the gongchepu (traditional Chinese music score) of
Hao Jing Zbhi Guang composed by FUNG Wah




The Sound of Music
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F 2 YU Lun (1925-2017)
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Manuscript and gramophone record of the theme song of the film Beyond the Horizon
(1966) composed by YU Lun
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An autographed gramophone record The New Image of
T'ang Poems (1981), a programme booklet with synopsis
of the movie Ode to Youth (1953) and the baton used by
Barbara FEI
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The lyric of Di Zi Gu Niang written by Richard LAM Chun-keung in
1981 and the “Top Ten Gold Songs Awards: Golden Needle Award”
presented to him in 2003
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Conclusion
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writers, such as the “LIU Yi-chang Collection”, “GAO Lu Collection”, “LO Kam Collection”,
“LAU Wai-mai Collection”, “SHU Hong-sing Collection”, “LO Hong-lit Collection”, “TO
Cho-yee Collection”, “TO Kwok-wai Collection”, “LIU Ching-chih Collection”, “CHU
Kwan-chun Collection” and “LO Wai-luen Collection”.

The 11 collections above not only enrich the stock of the Hong Kong Central Library, but also
provide valuable reference materials for readers. The Hong Kong Central Library has
compiled catalogues for these collections. The electronic version of these catalogues has been
uploaded to the Multimedia Information System of the Hong Kong Public Libraries, and the
music scores, lyrics and drama scripts collected from the Hong Kong Music Collection
Campaign have been compiled for the publication of the Hong Kong Music Collection
Catalogue, which serves as a reference tool for researchers and readers.

The Hong Kong Central Library regularly organises thematic exhibitions in the Rare Book
Reading Room on the 8/F, with a view to promoting the valuable documents collected from
the Documents Collection Campaign and enhancing public awareness of the preservation of
local heritage, in the hope of soliciting more donations and encouraging research in local
history, culture and music. Besides, “The Hong Kong Musicians Series” exhibitions are
regularly held in the Arts Document Reading Room on the 10/F to pay tribute to composers,
lyricists, singers, performers, conductors and other musicians who devoted themselves to the
local music industry over the years.

Looking ahead, in order to enrich the collection of local literary documents, the Hong Kong
Central Library will continue to carry out the two campaigns, establish collections that have
historical and cultural significance, and publish collection catalogues that have reference

_values. In addition, the Hong Kong Central Library will continue to organise thematic
-/ exhibitions to give readers a glimpse of precious collections of literary documents.
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Among the items obtained from the Documents Collection Campaign are documents donated ;: < o =5
by well-known scholars and writers. These documents include books, periodicals, manuscripts, =
pieces of calligraphy, paintings and so on. In order to preserve these precious materials, the 45
Hong Kong Central Library has designated collection codes to well-known scholars and oy





