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This summer, experience the unique and sophisticated culture of Hong Kong which

blends both old and new, east and west, by joining the diverse activities of the

Summer Library Festival.

For the kids and their parents, three different sessions of
Festive Storytelling Workshops on traditional Chinese
festivals and making of related handicraft are held at public
libraries in various districts. The storytelling workshops
are conducted in Cantonese, Putonghua or English. A
series of interesting Parent-child Workshops of art and
craft featuring road signs, street food, giant pandas, boat
dwellers and Cheung Chau Jiao Festival in Hong Kong are
also arranged. Participants at the STEAM Workshops may
make neon signs or a music box and learn about the science
facts behind.

Readers aged 12 or above may find the Teens and Adults
Workshops interesting, where they may draw Hong Kong’s
natural beautiful scenery with coffee and pencil, or make 3D
origami of a rickshaw, an iconic public transport in the old days.

In the four-episode series of an online programme From the Dining
Table to the Writing Desk, Professor TAM Ka-chai and Dr TSANG
Cheuk-yin tell about the history and cultural meanings in Hong Kong’s
food culture and recommend related books. The programme series are
released on the HKPL YouTube channel starting from 25 July.

The Cultural Stories series on 24/7 Story Pavilion has been
released to take readers on a journey around the world through
books to broaden their horizons. The Hong Kong Public Libraries has
launched the "24/7 Story Pavilion", a podcast channel on Spotify,
since November 2024, in which guests and story ambassadors share
their wonderful stories, recommend good reads and talk about their
reading tips.
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Enjoy Computer Facilities with Enhanced Flexibility and Accessibility
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The Hong Kong Public Libraries (HKPL) has fully
launched the “Computer Facility Management”
system to all libraries since May 2025. All computers
with internet connection have been replaced by new
ones with the Microsoft Office software installed
to consolidate the functions of previous different
computer facilities into a single unified management
system. The hardware configurations of audio-visual
facilities in audio-visual libraries/multimedia libraries
have also been upgraded to enhance functionality.
In addition to viewing and listening to audio-visual
collections, readers can also browse digitised audio-
visual materials, e-books, online databases, etc.

All computers and audio-visual
stations are available for booking
through a new online platform

or by on-site registration with
the new Ticketing Machines
for Computer Facilities. Library
registered readers can book
computers or audio-visual
stations for use in the next seven
days, while readers without a
library card may register on-site
with the new machines to use
the facilities in the current or
following session.

Readers can obtain a library
card or apply to use their
Smart ID Card for library
services with a few simple
steps to enjoy the convenient
booking service for computer
facilities and other library
services. Readers who have
forgotten the password to
their library account may click
“Forgot Password?” on the
account login page of the
HKPL website and enter the
registered email address

to reset the password,

or they may submit a
password reset request at any
public library in person.
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BERE | QUALITY READING

“Which books should | pick?” A common question to many book lovers. The librarians of the Hong Kong Public
Libraries update the book list every quarter, and introduce and share high-quality reading materials on various
subjects with readers. The subjects covered in 2025 Q3 are Explore Hong Kong and Musings on English. Scan the
QR code, browse “Librarians’ Choice” and discover good books with our librarians.

Dictionary
of Fine
Distinctions

Book Title : Dictionary of
Fine Distinctions: Nuances,
Niceties, and Subtle Shades of
Meaning

Author : Eli Burnstein
CallNumber : 828 BUR

Book Title : Shakespeare:
Great Lives in Graphics
CallNumber : 822.33 SHA

“That cappuccino in your cup, how is it
different from a flat white? That couch you're
sitting on, is it more of a sofa? Which of these
terms is more accurate---or should we say,
more precise?”

When | was young, like many children, | loved
reading fairy tales. In these stories, "goblins"
and "ogres" always play the role of villains. |
have always wondered about the difference
between the two. According to the author,
goblins are “funny-looking little sprites that
often hang around people’s homes. Ogres
are huge and mean and like to eat humans”.
The goblins in the Harry Potter movies are
portrayed as more charming, dressed in formal
suits and resembling civilized bank workers.
Ogres, on the other hand, are depicted as less
intelligent and more malicious, much like the
fearsome giants in "Jack and the Beanstalk".

If you are on a diet, you might be curious
about the difference between "sorbet" and
"sherbet". Sorbet is nondairy which means it
contains no milk, while sherbet may have up
to 2% milkfat. Containing milkfat, sherbet is
smoother and creamier than sorbet, which of
course will make it taste better. For those on a
diet or with a milk allergy, sorbet would be a
smart choice.

What if we told you that the greatest writer
in the English language was born the son
of a glove maker and spent his childhood
chasing sheep in the muddy countryside?
"Shakespeare: Great Lives in Graphics”
brings the story of William Shakespeare to life
through a vibrant visual journey. It illustrates
how a provincial teenager, equipped with
folktales and practical skills, evolved into a
timeless voice for humanity. This book is ideal
for readers of all ages and history lovers,
featuring striking images, engaging timelines,
and modern connections to delve into
Shakespeare’s world.

Through the book, readers can easily envision
young William memorising plant remedies
such as rosemary for memory and thyme for
courage—elements that later infused into his
plays. Likewise, storytelling by the fire, where
farmers recounted tales of witches and lovers,
prepared him to craft characters like the
witches in “Macbeth”.

Furthermore, an eye-opening infograJohic
enables readers to compare Shakespeare’s life
to that of today. In his time, the life expectancy
for an Englishman was just 35 years old due
to disease and poor living conditions. By that
age, Shakespeare had already written “Romeo
and Juliet” and “A Midsummer Night's
Dream”, founded a theater company, and
endured a pandemic.

If you look at a map of Hong Kong, you will
notice a variety of terms used for roads. An
example is Park Lane Shopper's Boulevard (18
REEREYIAR3E ) located on ﬁathan Road in Tsim
Sha Tsui. "Boulevards" are broad, and often
trees are planted on both sides. They tend to
be long and straight. "Streets" by contrast are
narrower passages lined with buildings, shops,
and homes. A good example is Wing Lok
Street (K247 ) in Sheung Wan.

In "Dictionary of Fine Distinctions", commonly
misused or misunderstood words are clarified
through lively illustrations. The author examines
these similar words closely, diagnosing their
nuances and explaining the subtle differences in
ways we understand. Language enthusiasts will
find this book both entertaining and informative.

If you're curious about the difference between
a "cappuccino” and a "flat white", you may
want to check out the book and find the
answer for yourself.

Bh2EE & Dorbo

The book also offers readers a sensory
spectacle of theatre. For instance, how did
the audience know if they were about to see
a comedy or a tragedy? The book explains
the Globe Theatre's color-coded flags: white
for comedy, red for history, and black for
tragedy. It also features "cards" that highlight
key elements of Shakespeare’s works, such
as the supernatural-encompassing witches,
fairies, and ghosts - as well as the concept of
the tragic flaw, which refers to the character
flaw of the hero, like that of Hamlet. Besides,
Shakespeare coined over 1 700 new words by
playing with language! Interestingly, this book
even encourages readers to create their own
words through wordplay, just like Shakespeare
did.

This book turns 400 years of history into a lively
visual feast, showcasing how a country boy’s
humble beginnings blossomed into the rich
stories we cherish today. It also invites readers
of all ages to explore the life of one of the
history’s most ianFLDJentiaI figures, ignites their
love for literature and the arts, and makes a
valuable addition to any library or classroom.
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Food Wrztmy n

X Hong Kong Literature _
Thematic Exhibition on Hong . % -1
Kong Literature: Food Writing
okl IR i “é in Hong Kong Literature %
i H A % ¢ é Hong Kong embraces both
VoINS SRS 2 NS TGN g S Chinese and Western food ] F1]
. e e i et e T cultures. Many Hong Kong e
\ “ ’g TNl g 5/ SRR\ Ao\ o2 authors have gained inspiration et ;
a7 f Ry I " IO RE. 0 ALSERNIE o QIR el B from their culinary and dining
~AR=% B’ %% & N experiences. Their works
g’S?ﬁ B unveil the culture behind
= m=E ‘ 7‘7 cuisines, reflect the livelihood
= A N s e b SN of local people and offer readers a glimpse of the past, forming
R s RO I 20 R TR a distinctive and diverse food literature. An exhibition held at the
T\ Hong Kong Central Library serves readers with some signature
works which include proses, poems and novels.
BAE+ALtH NEEBBE R ZE [] 29210323
From now till 7 October <= Hong Kong Literature Room (8/F)
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51“: ~IN HONG KONG Tea Culture in Hong Kong” Exhibition

OO OOOO OO @ ‘ Tea is closely related to the lives of Hong Kong people. Whether you are having dim

sum in a tea house, meeting friends for afternoon tea at a cha chaan teng, or strolling

7:5:2025 - 2.9.2025 ‘ down the street with a cup of bubble tea, tea is an indispensable part. But how much

: | ) do you know about tea? Why do tea houses often serve customers with cooked

EFETEEER 7 . . . . e . .

NEXERERERA / Pu’er? While Hong Kong-style milk tea is derived from traditional English milk tea, do
t i 4 5 quiry .

Cultural and Historical Resources Corner L) you know the differences between the two?

8/F, Hong Kong Central Library (& 292100222

With photo images and textual descriptions, the ‘Tea Culture in Hong Kong’
exhibition now on display at the Hong Kong Central Library illustrates how
Chinese tea culture traditions, historical and social factors as well as the trend of
globalisation have created the diverse and unique Hong Kong tea culture that
blends East and West. This is one of the programmes in the “Chinese Cultural
Festival 2025".

NNIESAE R E LB A

Cultural and Historical Resources Corner (8/F)

BEEAS=A

D 2921 0222
From now till 2 September
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Comic Fun for All

HaEr R :r.{:}

The Magic of Hong Kong Comedy Comics

REFEAE .
https.//hk.herltage.m useum/tc/web/hm/
exhibitions/data/comicfun.html|

Comic Fun for All: The Magic of Hong Kong Comedy Comics

The first large-scale exhibition introducing the development of Hong Kong-style comedy comics is currently staging in the Hong
Kong Heritage Museum. Taking the perspective of comic artists, this exhibition opens the door to the magical world of comics by
presenting exhibits associated with Hong Kong comedy comics from different periods, including manuscripts, comic books and
comic byproducts, supplemented by art installations and multimedia programmes. It brings to life the unique charm of Hong

Kong comedy comics to visitors. A Comics Reading Zone is also set up to feature a curated selection of Hong
Kong comedy comics published in different eras from the collections of the Hong Kong Public Libraries. Visitors
can enjoy these hilarious works and rekindle the joy of reading comics.

For more information about the exhibition, please visit:
https://hk.heritage.museum/en/web/hm/exhibitions/data/comicfun.html|
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m the heart of Asia and beyond

Asia+ Festival 2025 - Discover the Arts and Cultural Flair of 30+
Countries

The Asia+ Festival returns for its third edition, anchored in Asia while
connecting Belt and Road countries and regions across Europe, Africa and
the Americas. Showcasing over 100 events spanning stage performances,
exhibitions and a carnival, the Festival brings together artists from more than
30 countries in a vibrant celebration of cultural diversity. The Festival opens
with The Cherry Orchard, starring top Korean stars Doyeon Jeon and Haesoo
Park. Other highlights of the Festival include concerts by legendary musicians,
traditional taiko drumming from Japan, Latin tango from Argentina, Zulu
dance and music from Africa, the popular Asian Ethnic Cultural Performances+
carnival, and more. Tickets are available from 23 July at URBTIX. E E

1

S IEEEIEE | www.asiaplus.gov.hk F’j.
For more details, please visit: www.asiaplus.gov.hk @

9EJ§11EJ
Sep to Nov
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LIFELONG LOVE OF READING | E&E—4%
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JOYFUL READING FOR TRUTH, GOODNESS AND BEAUTY —
“BOOK DELIVERY” SERIES

KT 19
EHEAE
BOOK DELIVERY:
A LIFE OF BROAD ,
MINDEDNESS AND BEREHETE REER) AT
CONTENTMENT HO Yin Ping

Principal Education Officer (Curriculum Development), Education Bureau

EF&??&EI&(%%E%)E)Tﬂ?ﬁE,ﬂ?ﬁi(?El%saﬂ#f_jcmu%frﬁ*)?zi{i (X )EENBPIER (B
MBEFRME—X RERRK) o EE%’E ERERIE VA BEA S
ARRAG—BILE > HBEXF -~ FEEm —Tﬂﬁﬁ’]% =\ o

Ms HO Yin Ping, Principal Education Officer (Curriculum
Development) (Chief Curriculum Development Officer
(Chinese) at the time of filming), recommends the book
“Jiang gei hai zi de Gu Gong: You jian SU Dongpo”
(translation: A Story of the Imperial Palace for Children: Re-
encounter with SU Dongpo) by ZHU Yong. SU Dongpo,
(,g{«gﬁy— a rare talent in history — how great were his talent and

%%??H‘JEI‘E
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HWiE— R E— composure? Through this book, the reader could, through
Xﬁ%ﬁ’)’ Xfﬁilﬁ’)’ SU’s words, poems and paintings, get a glimpse into the
EEER EFEER  |ife of this rare talent who was also a carefree spirit.
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BOOK DELIVERY:
INHERITANCE AND GRATITUDE

ERERMSEEZE _FRRRESHIE
SEBRARE LA BHEEE

BEABHHS GE XS R EGIRERIRENE Y%ffpmﬁpﬁf
gﬁ [k =4 SR EEEE Eﬂjr‘jj(%‘(}ﬁﬂd N Hong Kong Taoist Association
,\_,\Fﬁ'%ﬂ’] << ﬂzﬁ%&» Etiﬁ%md \/\_,\%EWE,]HW The Yuen Yuen Institute No. 2 Secs:za\;\)lli:;hs:el
Hﬁ’b\é J@@’%‘Tﬁ’ﬂff H %éE/EE’]E%%*D%E|£ N o . ~ Teacher,

,\\Hﬂﬁ;ﬁlﬂzi ?\Z{Fﬁ mmfl%ﬁpﬁﬁﬂﬁx;|L 5 Christian Alliance S W Chan Memorial College

Mr YEUNG Ying Fai, Vice-principal of the Hong
Kong Taoist Association The Yuen Yuen Institute

LT No. 2 Secondary School, and Ms FAN Wing Yee, a
(ZH—4+ — BIRERN teacher of the Christian Alliance S W Chan Memorial i
SEaKE College, recommend the book “Yi sheng cheng jiao” e
(translation: Teaching All My Life) by Xiao Si. This YQ’

book captures Xiao Si's heartfelt thoughts with her
observations and insights into daily life. As we turn
the pages, let us feel the warmth in her words.
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