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Watch and Listen, Read and Play,
A Walk to Book Forest

In mid-summer, some may flock to the book fair and enjoy browsing books.

Some may go to the countryside or beaches, taking a break in nature. Promoting

reading habits and enhancing understanding of nature among the public, the

Hong Kong Public Libraries (HKPL) organises the Summer Library Festival 2023

vith the theme of “Nature Fun”. A variety of reading activities, which serve

‘readers from all walks of life, are being held to broaden participants’ scope of
ding and allow them to learn more about the nature.

'summer workshops are held in various public libraries. In
ps, children are guided to make handicrafts such as Japanese
d paper cutting, and pressed flower bookmark, with their
Hnlh fosters interaction between the children and
em to make useful items and understand the
] teenagers may take part in leaf and flower
ailor-made tissue box, or join Zentangle
M ment of tranquility.
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Exhibition on Preservation and Conservation of Historical Documents
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The Hong Kong Central Library (HKCL) has a variety of special
reference collections such as historical documents and old maps. These
precious materials inevitably deteriorate due to wear and tear over
time. Adopting multiple measures, the Conservation Unit of the HKCL
| preserves the damaged materials and extends their life.

In conservation, the intervention should be minimal so as to keep the
~ original features as far as possible. The materials and techniques used
in the process should be reversible and removable. This allows possible
application of more sophisticated conservation in case there are better and more advanced materials or techniques in
the future. The repair should be identifiable as well, leaving clues for future research.

Both conservation materials and techniques are |
carefully selected. For example, instead of using |
glue containing various additives which may turn
paper yellow and acidify paper, conservation
staff would use methyl cellulose for conservation
of books and documents. They would also
select infill paper, which is similar to the original
one in terms of thickness, texture, and material, |
for restoration. Besides, after formulating a
treatment plan, conservation staff may carry out
simulation tests and implement the plan only
upon confirmation that conservation results are
satisfactory.

An exhibition on the preservation and
conservation of historical documents Rare books before and after repair
is now being held in the Cultural and Historical Resources Corner on 8/F of the HKCL until
29 August, explaining the causes of deterioration of books and documents and conservation methods.
Readers can also view conservation tools and equipment in the exhibition. Enquiries: 2921 0357
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