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| read books when | have time. Listening to music while reading makes me relaxed. It's like
all the trouble is gone. | love that feeling that reading brings to me.
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What are the benefits of reading? Why do we read?

We may all have different answers. Riding on the 60th anniversary of the Hong Kong Public Libraries (HKPL), 60
book lovers were invited to share their answers with us. They share their reading journeys around the themes ‘life/
LIBRARY’, ‘creativity/LIBRARY" and ‘possibilities/LIBRARY'. While their answers may resonate with fellow book
lovers, those who are not yet an avid reader may find reasons to give reading a try.
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20 book lovers talk about reading from the perspective of
daily life. Through reading, some of them learn, some grow,
and some find life more colourful. Some of them read simply
because they enjoy reading.

life/LIBRARY
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—Ha (fER)
Leo Tsang (Author)
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Going to the library is an unforgettable childhood memory for me. What books did | read?
| don't quite remember. But it made reading a part of my life. Life is like the usual ways
to work and school. There are just a few options. Not many changes can be expected.
Reading is like having a rich breakfast. It makes the journey more enjoyable.
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Adrianna Chow (HKPL story ambassador)

ﬁna‘n
E’E
ur
Z
T
T

FRIGN (RRENEDS)
Haley Chan (Windsurfer)
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EPEXET (REXBMER)
Cheng Wing Sze (Children’s book author)
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Reading is a process of constant reflection. Our cognitions, thoughts and views of
things may not be entirely correct or comprehensive. Reading lets us think from multiple
perspectives and helps us understand our own thoughts. The purpose of reading is not to
change the world. It is to enable us to choose what is good and hold fast to it so that we
will not be changed by the ever-changing world.
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The creative inspiration brought by reading is conducive
not only to writing. No matter what you do, creativity plays
a part. 20 book lovers engaged in different occupations are
invited to speak their mind. The occupations include writer,
artist, fashion designer, teacher, artiste, librarian, and so on.
Why do they have to be creative? How can reading help in
cultivating creativity?

creativity/LIBRARY
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Kan Tai Keung (Designer, artist)

RIFREXILAR - HEMB S LRBELCAINEFGm 0 SITEE—R/NVBOES - EP THE
WRL - FKEK, EQEE - BEETHROAIRE - D THPES ) BWFLHERIES

It takes some cultural essence to produce creative works. | like reading the biographies of
musicians and literature. One phrase in a prose written by Xiao Si has inspired me a lot.
‘There is no mountain but to see mountain, and no water but to see water.” The idea of
"creating something from nothing” can conjure up a world without limits.

P20 (B2EMEER)
Kenneth Leung (Assistant librarian)

| read a book about Lee Lai-shan when | was in secondary school. It inspired me to pursue
my dream and cheered me up when | encountered setbacks in training.
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If we read attentively, every book will bring us enlightenment and inspiration. The creativity
built up through reading is very useful for my event planning.

ng Kong Public

Libraries Newsle

3




COVER STORY | HE#E

HEWE | COVER STORY

ARE (fFR)
Zita Law (Author)
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Reading may seem a lonely activity. But actually there is a connection of minds and souls of
the reader and the writer. It is a unique form of brainstorming. When writing a novel, | read
books and information based on the theme | set. That gives me a multi-dimensional and
broader perspective of the theme.

FSIB0A (ERIFEREED)
Walter Ma (Veteran fashion designer)
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| like reading biographies. Through them, | get to understand the full spectrum of life

experiences and different human traits. | get inspired by observing carefully the traits of my
clients. This helps me design clothes that suit them best.
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Book lovers: Davis Au, Chan Wing Him, Fong Tai Chor, Kan Tai Keung, Kurt Lam, Sing Lam, Zita Law, Kenneth Leung,

Vincee Li, Jasper Liu, Kammy Ma, Ma Sze Wai, Walter Ma, Siu Tze Hin Jake, Tarzan, Cath Wong, Wong Chun Kiu,
Lynn Yau, Celine Yeung, Simon Yu

SKIE ¢ S.B.S., J.P. (B8 FR)
Vincent Ng, S.B.S., J.P. (Architect, author)
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Architecture is a combination of science and art. As the world and time evolve, | give more
importance to the compatibility between the old and the new. Apart from learning new
things, | also read books by some of the world's greatest architects to learn more about
their personal journeys. That helps me develop my own perspectives on architectural
designs and create more possibilities in my architectural projects.

TERRYE (FER)
Yau Yan Ni (Author)
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Reading brings unlimited possibilities because words can take me to a different world and
present different voices. Words also induce me to use my boundless imagination to experience
what other people go through. Reading different types of books broadens my horizons and
enables me to get a deeper understanding of something in me that is unexplored.
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Book lovers: Angelo Chan, Timothy Cheng, Bailey Cherry, Choi Yuen Wah, Akina Fong, Jimmy Keung, Lai Wai Ching,
William Lam, Freeman Lau, Matt Law, Kenneth Lee, Alex Leung, Julian Lo, Vincent Ng, Poon Pik Wan, Kaki Sham,
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possibilities/LIBRARY Books carry a boundless variety of content. A devoted reader can
GF ] GELTE naturally read infinite possibilities from books. In the last episode,

~ 20 book lovers share how reading opens up possibilities for them
in different aspects of life, such as work, creating new things and

personal growth.

Bailey Cherry (ZF&TtERIHIA)
Bailey Cherry (Secondhand book social enterprise founder)
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| liked fantasy books when | was a kid. Reading is a mind-changing experience. With my
book business, | hope to not only pass on books, but also pass on the experience.

BEE (BERXSIFEE)
Poon Pik Wan (Actress, writer)
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Reading is the love of my life. | love to read books in libraries and buy books like a

shopaholic. Reading not only helps me as a stage actress and writer to build different
characters, but also shapes my life.
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Dr. Siu Yan Ho, Cecilia Tang Morgana, Yau Yan Ni, Wendy Yip
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As author Ms Yau Yan Ni said, reading different types of books broadens our 60 Re_zding ch”meys &
horizons, and enables us to get a deeper understanding of something in us that video series

is unexplored. Books can help us understand ourselves and take on the world. Let
books be always with us throughout our life journey.
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https://readingisjoyful.gov.hk/hkpl60
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60 Book Bites for Life (content in Chinese only)

The website collects 60 boxes. Outside the boxes are 60 problems about life. Open the
boxes to uncover the clues, which are quotes from books. After reading the quotes, you
may borrow the books from the HKPL and listen to the voice recording of Ms Akina Fong.
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Roving Exhibition on WKOoEE
‘Joyful Reading and Beyond’
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A roving Exhibition on “Joyful Reading and Beyond’ is now being held to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the
Hong Kong Public Libraries (HKPL) until 26 February 2023. With the four themes of ‘Beyond Libraries’, ‘One
Library System’, ‘One Collection for All' and ‘Kindling Love for Reading’, the exhibition showcases the milestones
in the development of HKPL. The conversation between family members from different generations presented in the
exhibition serves to unveil the happy memories about Hong Kong Public Libraries.
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One Library System
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Exhibition Venue
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1-27.12.2022 | BBPREESEE 8 12
8/F Hong Kong Central Library

2-28.12.2022 | RUWRKBAHBEZEE

Ping Shan Tin Shui Wai Public Library
EBNHESEE

Lam Tin Public Library

10-29.1.2023 | SENHESHE

Chai Wan Public Library

9-29.1.2023

322.2.2023 | BAAHESE
Yuen Chau Kok Public Library
6-26.2.2023 | ARELHESEE

Tiu Keng Leng Public Library

* REYRYEEBHE IS ZEEMRMEMNE

* Exhibits may vary due to venue area
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4 - 23 World Book Day BTEEEHF
Creative Competition in2023 :
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Tasty Reading
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The Hong Kong Public Libraries (HKPL) organises the ‘4 ® 23 World Book Day Creative
Competition’ in 2023 on the theme ‘Tasty Reading’ in support of the World Book Day
on 23 April to promote a reading culture. By integrating reading and creation, the
competition aims at encouraging children and young people to broaden and deepen
their scope of reading, and leading them to open the door to knowledge, widen

their horizons and enrich their life experience through reading.
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The competition comprises of the following categories:

h— (P1) P N=(P3)

LAY

Jnior Friman

RYHINE
Food Story
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Draw a picture with crayons on the theme of ‘Food Story”
to infroduce your favourite food in a fun way or to depict

a happy meal time with your friends and family.
X 2
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My Cooking Experience
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Borrow a cookery book, whether printed or electronic, from
a public library in Hong Kong, and then cook the food or a
dish according to one of the recipes and write an essay on
your own topic under the theme of “My Cooking Experience’
to describe the cooking process and your feelings. Attach a
hand-drawn picture or photo of the food/dish you cooked*.
(*The hand-drawn picture or photo should be submitted
separately on an A4-size plain white paper. The photo can
be affixed to or colour-printed on white paper.)

@ {2552 Outstanding Awards
&
&

th3Z#A Chinese Category ---- 15
ZEIZ#A English Category ----- 8
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BRELFE
Treasuring Food and Life
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Write a book report on your own topic under
the theme of ‘Treasuring Food and Life’ to
share a book, whether printed or electronic,
by describing its content and sharing your

thoughts and feelings to echo the theme.
2

N\

W - #B5EE Outstanding Awards
@ th3Z#8 Chinese Category - 15
e 3748 English Category -—--- 8
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Memories of Food and Drink
M TRRROIE ) AEE BEXNEEE  BEIR—F
LRBHOIIEFREENENSE (2L —RXEANMREE
NEBEIFZER) - MBCOERN D SRERSZAN R
Consolidate more than one piece of reading materials on
food and drink other than recipes (with at least one of them
being selected from a book, whether printed or electronic)
on your own topic under the theme of ‘Memories of Food
anJDrink’, and write an essay to share your reading
experience and feelings.

X bl
2552 Outstanding Awards
G_n XA Chinese Category -—- 12
= ZEIZHA English Category ----- 5

5.1.2023
TF 6B XA
Onlor before 6 pm
B | SHERAE
Enquiries | For details, please visit k&
2921 2660 | www.hkpl.gov.hk/wbd  [ElFezeTS
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Deadline of Submission
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£%  Super!ll dad jokes:
saving the world, one
bad joke at a time

E%2 [ Jimmy Niro
ZEI 1 828 NIR
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£ | Harry Potter:
a journey through a
history of magic
Z%& ' J.K. Rowling,
British Library
RER | 823 ROW

Dad jokes, which may have their origin in America,
are usually told by fathers to their children,
probably in the presence of other family members
under a congenial home environment. The jokes
typically use a play on words, presented as one
or two sentences, a short story or a question and
answer, so as to foster father-and-child relations.

‘Superl!ll dad jokes : saving the world, one
bad joke at a time’ written by Jimmy Niro is a
collection of over 500 delightful and ridiculous
jokes including puns, stories and anti-jokes
on topics from sports and nature to food and
entertainment and everything in between. It is a
work of humour and highly entertaining.

Some of the jokes in this book are puns, a type
of wordplay wherein words similar in meaning,
sound or spelling are exploited to achieve a
humorous or comical effect.

There are two main types of puns in this book.
A homophonic pun plays with words that have
similar pronunciation but different meanings and
spellings. For example, the joke ‘Q: Why did the
giraffe break up with her boyfriend? A: He was a
cheetah’ is a homophonic pun because the word
‘cheetah’ sounds like ‘cheater’. A homographic
pun involves words or phrases that have identical
spellings but different meanings. For example,

Who will you think of when we talk about Wizard?
Gandalf in ‘The Lord of the Ring’, or Merlin in
the legend of King Arthur? No matter who you
recall, | am sure you have heard of his name -
Harry Potter! Harry Potter, the fictitious character
created by J.K. Rowling, has become so famous
that almost everyone would have heard of the
name even if he/she has never read the novels
nor watched the movies. Since the birth of its first
book in 1997, the Harry Potter series has been
breaking records. More than 500 million copies
have been sold all over the world, and its stories
have been translated into over 80 different
languages.

How did J.K. Rowling, the author of the Harry
Potter series, create such a masterpiece? What
is the thinking and writing process of the great
novelist? Are there any hidden secrets in the
magical world? Did the characters just pop up
in her mind out of thin air? To answer these
questions and to celebrate the 20th Anniversary
of the first Harry Potter book, the British Library
organised an exhibition of ‘Harry Potter, A
History of Magic’ from Oct 2017 to Feb 2018.
Accompanied the exhibition and curated by
the British Library, this book, 'Harry Potter: A
Journey through a History of Magic’, takes us on
a magical journey to explore the extraordinary
facts behind the Harry Potter magic.

First of all, if you are a fan of Harry Potter, this
book will definitely give you a real thrill. Through
the images and descriptions of Harry Potter’s
artefacts shown on the book, readers can
acquire more magical knowledge, such as the
functions of broomsticks, and the characteristics
of mermaids and dragons. Besides, the book
gives readers clues on how various characters
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the joke 'The sun doesn't need to go to college.
It already has twenty-eight million degrees’ is a
homographic pun because the word ‘degrees’
can mean either temperature or academic
qualification. The puns covered in this book are
either homophonic, homographic or both, which
will certainly give you some hearty laughs.

This book also contains a number of short stories
and jokes that will make you grin. As a librarian,
the one that impresses me the most is this anti-
joke 'Q: What do you call someone whose job it
is to separate fact from fiction? A: A librarian’. An
anti-joke is often hilarious and it intends to derive
humour from an intentionally unfunny punchline.

‘Super!ll dad jokes’ is an enjoyable and
undemanding read aimed at a general audience.
A special feature of this book is that those words
involved in the wordplay of a joke are highlighted
in bold for readers to catch the jokes more easily.
Most of the jokes in the book are outlandish and
silly, perfect for making anyone’s
day happier and better. Taking

a break from the stress of life by @
reading this book may brighten 5

up your day and lighten your -
mind. B,
fE&R H.B.

are imagined and created. For example, Fluffy
comes from Cerberus which guarded the gates
to the Underworld in Greek mythology; Aragog
is associated to the bird-eating spider; the idea
of half-giant Hagrid may probably come from the
legends of giants. Meanwhile, not all elements
in the novels come from myths. For example,
the bezoar stones, which could save one’s life
from poisoning in the novels, really do exist and
can be found in the stomach of some animals
in reality. With colorful pictures and drawings
along with an array of fun facts, this book is also
suitable for young adults who can learn to link
their imagination with their daily observation to
boost creativity.

Apart from the above, the book shows a lot
of precious manuscripts of J.K. Rowling. The
crossing and notes on her handwritten drafts,
as well as various sketches, allow readers to
visualise her thinking and writing process. For
example, for the plots of sorting students into
different houses in Hogwarts School, J.K. Rowling
listed out different ways such as ghost courts,
gateways, selection from team captains, and of
course, the sorting hat with sketches and notes.
Furthermore, readers will definitely be surprised
about J.K. Rowling’s plans for ‘Harry Potter and
the Order of the Phoenix’ shown on the book, in
which detailed plots and storylines were clearly
written and scheduled.

Come and borrow the book.
Or if you prefer to visualise the
magical contents, book yourself
into a multimedia workstation

in a library and watch the video N
of 'Harry Potter: a history of
magic’. BhIZEER Tony
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' : Young people are full of creativity. The Hong Kong Central Library (HKCL)
: Eﬂ%ftizzgﬁ g lv) h  recently opened the Createlnfo Zone, a platform for young people to
2022 4 e show their creafivity.

located in the Young Adult Library on 6/F of the HKCL, the Createlnfo
Zone offers a space for secondary and tertiary students to exhibit their
creative works. Current exhibits including the creative works by students
studying Architecture, Interior and Product Design, Fashion and Image
Design, Communication Design and Digital Media in the Hong Kong
Design Institute are now on display until December 31.

Createlnfo Zone also has an inferactive book wall, displaying the collections,
project guides and electronic resources of the Young Adult Library. Secondary
schools and tertiary institutions inferested in exhibiting their students’ works on
Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics (STEAM) in the Createlnfo
Zone are welcome fo contact us via email for defails.

Q© nkel-yal@icsd.gov.hk
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New Self-checkout Machine using RFID
technology is now in service in Lam Tin and
Chai Wan Public library, and the new
equipment would be deployed to other ¢

libraries in phases lafer. 4
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