'8 N H = 6B b
Hong Kong Public Libraries

NEWS

¥ 8132167514 60 Years of Cultural Dynamics




/ g

LIBRARIANS' CHOICE | sERZEE

ERES
GO0 MEFTEFREIE

/ Librarians' Choice

p
)8

60 Chinese e-books about Life
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The Hong Kong Public Libraries has rolled out "Librarians' Choice - 60 e-books" , as to let members of the
public enjoy reading online. The selected Chinese e-books cover seven topics about life, including family,
love, personal growth, career, illustration, philosophy and creativity.

From now to 1 May, readers can enjoy the 60 e-books of Librarians’ Choice free of charge without making a
reservation. The 60 e-books will be available in unlimited copies, and will not occupy the original borrowing
limit of four e-books per reader. Our librarians’ sharing and seven thematic booklists are available at the
thematic website (content in Chinese only).
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Let the words of our librarians be your guide
(content in Chinese only)
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Hong Kong Public Libraries serving readers for six decades
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Since the first public library opened in City Hall in 1962, the Hong Kong Public Libraries 1))
(HKPL) has been growing with generations of readers for 60 years! To mark the 60th J -_J D J J 9 g J
anniversary of the HKPL in 2022, let's walk through the development of our public libraries
from 1962 to today. NEFRREEZE (BMRENA
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Audio cassette home lending building .
service first introduced in City F—EEEPXXE
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J ‘J _/ J First edition of Hong
Kong Biennial Awards
for Chinese Literature
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First public library in the New
Territories opened in Fuk Loi
Estate, Tsuen Wan
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EE-hAtA Sha Tin Central Library (i.e. the
268 ) A 1976 FRKERR present Sha Tin Public Library)

opened, the first central library in
the New Territories at that time
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City Hall Library (i.e. the present FHEEEASEEE ERENBZEES  RBW

City Hall Public Library) — first

public library of Hong Kong ERKY & & AR N W t+ERERNRES
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Between the years 1962
and 1979, public library
services underwent
various development and
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those set up in the 1980s

and 1990s. The existing f

On 5 March 1962, the City Hall Library, the first public library of the
HKPL system, was opened to the public. Just on the first day, over first-generation libraries
3 000 application forms for library card were received, and 17 000 include City Hall, Pok Fu
library cards were issued in the first four months of service. Lam, Lek Yuen o T

As public housing estates mushroomed in the 1970s,
more public libraries were built in public housing
estates, such as Pok Fu Lam Public Library (1970).
The 80s and 90s saw a rise of public libraries in
municipal services buildings, including Aberdeen
(1983) and Fa Yuen Street (1989) Public Libraries.
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Readers can choose to
use their smart ID cards
for library services.

Public libraries of the
Urban Council and
Regional Council were
merged into Hong Kong
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Public Libraries under
the Leisure and Cultural
Services Department.
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Opening of the Hong Kong
Central Library, the largest

2011

RES=EETEEE > {
IR ~ NBETRUE R R B UG

ublic library in Hong Kon S (i e
Launch of online catalogue B BhE =498 A IRTS P Y J J e B
on internet and renewal Self-charaing terminals Launch of book drop service
through internet or by e eratigong at 3 major MTR interchange
phone p stations, namely Central,
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Kowloon Tong and Nam
Cheong
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THEkEETEREESE Launch of Multimedia
BE AR 4 E BSE Information System (MMIS)
’ and e-book service in Hong
Kong Central Library

Community Libraries
Partnership Scheme
commenced

Computerisation of Urban
Council and Regional
Council public libraries

N m«usk

BEHE WOIHS WOR ESRR SEMR BRER SLSIRE
EEEBMES TIE MBEE TIEM MIEEHN SANS BERN BN

1995

BEBSETAERLE > METESE
EEERESHITEEREM °
Urban Council public libraries and
Regional Council public libraries
accepted each other’s library cards with
the completion of computerisation.
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Libraries opened after 2000 are co-located with leisure facilities such as
swimming pools and sports centres, giving the public a convenient stop for
both library and leisure facilities. Some like the Tseung Kwan O (2001) and Ma
On Shan (2005) Public Libraries are set in standalone buildings of the cluster
while Stanley (2006), Tung Chung (2010) and Siu Sai Wan (2011) are located in
aesthetically designed and environmentally friendly buildings.
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Launch of Documents
Collection Campaign and
Hong Kong Music Collection
Campaign
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Some readers may still recall library catalogue cards in the
early days. In the 1990s, catalogue searching was computerised
by the Library Automated System. Readers could search the
public libraries’ Chinese and English collections through the
Online Public Access Catalogue in the libraries, or access
the HKPL homepage for online catalogue search, renewal or
reservation of library materials and borrower record enquiry.
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Urban Council Public Libraries
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HKPL's 601" ANNIVERSARY | &FEALEEE
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Opening of Ping Shan Tin Shui
Wai Public Library, the second
largest public library in Hong
Kong
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Opening of a 'Cultural and
Historical Resources Corner’ at
a selected public library in each
of the 18 districts, providing a
one-stop reference repository of
individual districts on areas such
as culture, history and community
development
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Launch of My Library App and
MMIS Mobile App
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Introducing the popular

Chinese e-Book collection
HyRead
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Launch of the first 24-hour
Self-Service Library Station
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Set up the first '"Pop-up
Library’ at SKH St Mary's
Church Mok Hing Yiu College
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HKCL hosted the first ever

‘Fun at Central Library’ Fun
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Exhibition celebrating
HKCL's 20th anniversary
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Launch of e-Reading Corner
promoting e-Books

2020
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Launch of the "Joyful Reading
at Your Neighbourhood:
Library-on-Wheels’ Pilot
Project
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Organised the first Hong
Kong Library Festival
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The HKPL network currently consists of 70 static libraries and 12
mobile libraries. They are distributed over the territory of Hong Kong
to provide convenient access to a wide range of library services for
people of all groups and walks of life. With 4.77 million registered

borrowers, the HKPL provides a comprehensive collection of 15.25
million items as well as over 418 000 e-Books and 82 e-Databases.
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Reader Opinion Survey 2021
received overwhelming responses
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In view of the development of COVID-19 pandemic,
the Hong Kong Public Libraries (HKPL) replaced the
Reader Liaison Group Tea Gatherings with the one-
month ‘Reader Opinion Survey 2021’ last October to
collect views from the public on library services. Apart
from printed feedback forms available at all public
libraries, members of the public could conveniently
complete the online forms by scanning the QR code
on promotional leaflets or visiting the HKPL Website.

The survey concluded with overwhelming responses,
with over 1 700 online and printed feedback forms
received. Members of the public shared their
opinions towards public library services and facilities.
The overall services provided by public libraries were
widely recognised, with 78% of respondents rating
satisfactory and very satisfactory on the

aspect. These valuable opinions undoubtedly

enable us to excel in the provision of services

that move with the times.

HKPL would like to thank the public for
participating in the opinion survey. Readers
are also welcome to express their views on
public library services through other means
including reader suggestion box at libraries,
and emails.
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