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Foreword 

 

Public libraries are peopleΩs gateway to knowledge, providing support to individuals and communities in 

lifelong learning and cultural interchange. In the current digital age, they also function as a άlibrary 

without wallsέ, leveraging on the Internet and serving the community beyond the confines of space and 

time.  

 

In fulfilling its mission as a άlibrary without wallsέ, the Hong Kong Public Libraries provides, among its 

array of electronic services and collections, a collection of electronic resources for public access anytime 

and anywhere through the Internet.  These include 7 collections of e-books and 12 online databases, 

and a good deal of the content in the e-resources is suitable for secondary school teachers and students. 

 

This brief guide is compiled specifically for reference by teachers of the New Senior Secondary School 

Curriculum (NSSC) who may need resources in preparing teaching materials, designing coursework, 

engaging students in independent inquiry projects, and providing guidance to students in learning across 

the curriculum. E-resources are herein listed by Key Learning Areas in the NSSC.   

 

User education is considered indispensable in our provision of e-resources. As these resources, whether 

e-books or e-articles, are held in very large databases, with keyword and other search functions, plus 

many more value-added features, online tutorials and online help are generally available on these 

database platforms. User manuals compiled by our Librarians are also posted on our website for user 

reference. In addition, user education sessions are regularly held at public libraries on different resources.  

Above all, one-on-one guidance is available on request from librarians-on-duty at our libraries or 

through the Ask-a-Librarian service at our Website. 

 

Teachers are instrumental in helping their students make the best use of these e-resources. It is hoped 

that this guide would help them start exploring these e-contents, and further guide their students in 

using these resources in various fields of studies.        

 

Reference Library 

Hong Kong Central Library 
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How to Access Electronic Resources through HKPL Website 

 

 

The electronic resources introduced in this brief guide are available for public access at the 

designated Hong Kong Public Libraries (HKPL) as indicated in the Available at  column in each 

section.  Using library card number and PIN, readers can also enjoy 24 X 7 Internet access to 

these electronic resources via the HKPL Website.  The URL to the e-Resources via Web  of 

HKPL is: 

 

http://www.hkpl.gov.hk/remote 

 

( )

 

 

http://www.hkpl.gov.hk/chi/remote 

 

Enquires  

Please contact librarians-on-duty : 

: 

Online Enquiry   http://www.hkpl.gov.hk/eref.htm 

http://www.hkpl.gov.hk/cref.htm 

 

    

Address   Reference Library, 8-9/F, Hong Kong 

Central Library, 66 Causeway Road, 

Causeway Bay, Hong Kong. 

    

 
    

Telephone    2921 0222 
    

Email   hkcl_ref@lcsd.gov.hk 

 

http://www.hkpl.gov.hk/remote
http://www.hkpl.gov.hk/chi/remote
http://www.hkpl.gov.hk/eref.htm
http://www.hkpl.gov.hk/cref.htm
mailto:hkcl_ref@lcsd.gov.hk
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Key Learning Area  Subjects  

Chinese Language Education  

 

Chinese Language  

Chinese Literature  
  
Title  

 

Language  

 

Remote Access  

 

Available at 

 

Contents of Database 

 
     

  

Apabi eBooks  

Chinese 

 

V ALL 

 

 

 

China Academic 

Journals Full-text 

Database (CAJ)  

Chinese 

 

V 

Citation & Abstract only  

 

Full-text Available : 

Hong Kong Central Library  

 

City Hall Public Library  

" " "

"  

Kowloon & Sha Tin Public Library 

 

" "  

(

) 

< >

 Complete 

Classics Collection of 

Ancient China  

(Gu Jin Tu Shu Ji 

Cheng) 

Chinese 

 

V 

 

ALL 

 
 

  

Vista e-Book in 

Traditional Chinese 

Chinese 

 

V 

 

ALL 

 

 

Back to Table of Content  
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Key Learning Area  Subjects  

English Language Education 

 

English Language  

Literature in English  
  
Title  

 

Language  

 

Remote Access  

 

Available at 

 

Contents of Database 

 
     
Biography In Context English 

 

V ALL 

 

Here you can find life stories & 

biographies of literary authors, 

novelists and poets, as well as 

articles on their literary works, 

styles and accomplishments.  

eBooks on 

EBSCOhost 

English 

 

V 

 

ALL 

 

Providing English eBook titles 

in various subjects.  You can 

find some biographies of 

literary authors, critical studies 

of their works, here, including 

study guides to English 

literature, such as the Cliff 

Notes and Bloom s Notes 

Series.  

ebrary Academic 

Complete 

English 

 

V ALL 

 

An award-winning collection of 
ebooks on a wide range of 
subjects including Language, 
Literature and Linguistics.  
Suitable for senior secondary to 
colleague students and 
teachers for readings to build 
up knowledge and skills in 
literary appreciation, and 
portfolio of research and 
creative work. 

Naxos Spoken Word 

Library 

English 

 

V 

 

ALL 

 

More than 250 titles of English 
audio-books , including classic 
novels, plays, poetry from 
medieval times to the 20th 
century.  A resource for 
brushing up English through 
reading and listening. Some of 
the books, such as 
Shakespearean plays, are read 
by leading British actors.  You 
can also listen to children's 
classics, great speeches in 
history... 

Back to Table of Content  
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Key Learning Area  Subjects  

English Language Education 

 

English Language  

Literature in English  
  
Title  

 

Language  

 

Remote Access  

 

Available at 

 

Contents of Database 

 
     
Opposing Viewpoints 

In Context 

English 

 

V 

 

HK Central Library  
 

 
City Hall Public Library  

,  
Kowloon Public Library   

,  
Sha Tin Public Library  

,  
Tsuen Wan Public Library  

,  
Tuen Mun Public Library  

 

Full-text articles on social 

issues, providing divergent 

viewpoints to facilitate 

discussions and independent 

inquiry.  The materials may 

also help students learn 

English through debating and 

reading.  

What Do I Read 

Next? 

English 

 

V 

 

Hong Kong Central Library  
 

   
City Hall Public Library  

,  
Kowloon Public Library   

,  
Sha Tin Public Library  

,  
Tsuen Wan Public Library  

,  
Tuen Mun Public Library  

 

A reader s guide to popular 

readings that in general 

collected by public libraries with 

English collections, providing 

reviews, critics and 

recommendations for readers 

to identify the best works of 

internationally known fictions 

and non-fictions that match 

their interests.  A good 

resource to use to cultivate 

reading habits for life. 

Back to Table of Content  
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Key Learning Area  Subjects  

Mathematics Education 

 

Mathematics  

 
  
Title  

 

Language  

 

Remote Access  

 

Available at 

 

Contents of Database 

 
     
AccessScience English 

 

V ALL 

 

This database, with multimedia 

& textual information, originated 

from the McGraw Hill 

Encyclopedia of Science & 

Technology.  Search here for 

articles, definitions and 

research updates on 

Mathematics. An authoritative 

resource for background 

readings, also a good resource 

for students to keep abreast of 

current scientific knowledge 

and to find ideas for their 

science projects.  

  

Apabi eBooks  

Chinese 

 

V ALL 

 

 

 

China Academic 

Journals Full-text 

Database (CAJ)  

Chinese 

 

V 

 Citation & Abstract only  

 

Full-text Available : 

Hong Kong Central Library  

 

City Hall Public Library  

" " "

"  

Kowloon & Sha Tin Public Library 

 

" "  

A

 

( A

) 

Back to Table of Content  
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Key Learning Area  Subjects  

Mathematics Education 

 

Mathematics  

 
  
Title  

 

Language  

 

Remote Access  

 

Available at 

 

Contents of Database 

 
     
ebrary Academic 

Complete 

English 

 

V ALL 

 

An award-winning collection of 
ebooks on a wide range of 
subjects including 
Mathematics.  Suitable for 
teachers to find readings on the 
Study and Teaching on 
Mathematics. 

 

Grolier Online 

 

English 

 

 

V 

 

 

ALL 

 

 

Composed of 5 databases on 

the range of human knowledge. 

Search here for encyclopedia 

articles, websites, media 

programs, news feature stories 

and magazine articles for 

mathematical terms and 

concepts.  Articles from the 

New Book of Knowledge 

database are suitable for lower 

form students. 

Science In Context English 

 

V 

 

ALL 

 

Provides references, images, 

academic journal articles and 

other types of information on 

Math and other science & 

technology topics. A good 

resource for students to keep 

abreast current scientific 

knowledge and to find ideas for 

their science projects.  

Back to Table of Content  
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Key Learning Area  Subjects  

 Liberal Studies  

 
  
Title  

 

Language  

 

Remote Access  

 

Available at 

 

Contents of Database 

 
     
AccessScience English 

 

V ALL 

 

Database developed from the 

McGraw Hill Encyclopedia of 

Science & Technology.  Search 

here for articles, definitions and 

updates on scientific discoveries.  

An authoritative resource for 

background readings, also a good 

resource for students to keep 

abreast their scientific knowledge 

and to find ideas for their science 

projects.  For study of Earth 

Science, Environmental Science, 

Food Science, Technology and 

Medicine. 

  

Apabi eBooks  

Chinese 

 

V 

 

ALL 

 

 

 

China Academic 

Journals Full-text 

Database (CAJ)  

Chinese 

 

V 

Citation & Abstract only  

 

Full-text Available : 

Hong Kong Central Library  

 

City Hall Public Library  

" " "

"  

Kowloon & Sha Tin Public Library 

 

" "  

 

eBooks on 

EBSCOhost 

English 

 

V 

 

ALL 

 

Providing English eBook titles 

in various subjects including 

History, Humanities and 

Science & Technology for 

Independent Enquiry Study.   

It allows full-text search of the 

eBooks. 

Back to Table of Content  
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Key Learning Area  Subjects  

 Liberal Studies  

 
  
Title  

 

Language  

 

Remote Access  

 

Available at 

 

Contents of Database 

 
     
Global Reference on 

the Environment, 

Energy, and Natural 

Resources 

(GREENR) 

English 

 

V Hong Kong Central Library  
 

  
City Hall Public Library  

,  
Kowloon Public Library   

,  
Sha Tin Public Library  

,  
Tsuen Wan Public Library  

,  
Tuen Mun Public Library  

 

The database combines news, 
unique commentary, audio, video, 
primary source documents, and case 
studies into a web-like experience. It 
also offers interactive maps, 
opportunities for forums, 
customizable journals and news, and 
statistics of various areas such as 
energy systems, healthcare, food, 
climate change, population and 
economic development etc., offering 
great resources for studying topics in 
area of Science, Technology and the 
Environment. 

Grolier Online English 

 

V ALL 

 

Composed of 5 databases on the 
range of human knowledge. 
Search here for information from 
encyclopedia articles, websites, 
media, news feature stories and 
magazines for terms, concepts and 
overviews of topics in different 
subject areas.  Articles from the 
New Book of Knowledge database 
are suitable for lower form 
students. 

OmniFile Full Text 

Mega 

English 

 

V 

 

Hong Kong Central Library  
 

  
City Hall Public Library  

,  
Kowloon Public Library   

,  
Sha Tin Public Library  

,  
Tsuen Wan Public Library  

,  
Tuen Mun Public Library  

 

Provides indexes and full-text 
articles from magazines and 
academic journals on 
multi-disciplines and current 
events for Independent Enquiry 
Study.  Users may be able to find 
citations or full-text of English 
articles on Hong Kong studies 
topics here.  With the citations 
they may be able to locate articles 
from the Newspapers & Periodicals 
Collection of Hong Kong Central 
Library. 

Opposing Viewpoints 

In Context 

English 

 

V Hong Kong Central Library  
 

 
City Hall Public Library  

,  
Kowloon Public Library   

,  
Sha Tin Public Library  

,  
Tsuen Wan Public Library  

,  
Tuen Mun Public Library  

 

Search here for full-text articles on 

a wide range of social, 

environmental, ethical and 

controversial issues.  Providing 

different and opposing viewpoints, 

the database helps users in their 

independent enquiry studies, 

debates and investigative projects. 

Back to Table of Content  
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Key Learning Area  Subjects  

 Liberal Studies  

 
  
Title  

 

Language  

 

Remote Access  

 

Available at 

 

Contents of Database 

 
     

  

People's Daily 

Database 

Chinese 

 

V ALL 

 

1946

 

Safari Business 

Books Online 

English 

 

V 

 

ALL 

 

Business related English 

eBooks.  Relevant eBooks 

can be found as reference to 

the Independent Enquiry Study 

on business related sub-topics 

such as Fair Trade in 

Globalization. 

Safari Tech Books 

Online 

English 

 

V 

 

ALL 

 

"Safari Tech Books Online" 

provides access to new 

Information Technology English 

eBooks from publishers such 

as O'Reilly, Que, Sam's 

Addison-Wesley, Prentice Hall, 

Peachpit Press etc., and they 

cover topics on 

engineering, .NET, Cisco, Web 

design, Java, XML and more.  

For learning IT skills or 

references on IT development 

& issues.  

Science In Context English 

 

V ALL 

 

Provides references, images, 

academic journals and other 

types of topical information on 

Health & Medicine, and Earth & 

Environmental Science. A good 

resource for students to keep 

abreast their scientific 

knowledge and to find ideas for 

their science projects.  

Back to Table of Content  
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Key Learning Area  Subjects  

Personal, Social and Humanities Education 

 

Chinese History  

Economics  

Ethics and Religious Studies  

Geography  

History  

Tourism and Hospitality Studies  
  
Title  

 

Language  

 

Remote Access  

 

Available at 

 

Contents of Database 

 
     

AccessScience English 

 

V ALL 

 

Encyclopedia articles, 

dictionary terms and research 

updates on various subjects, 

including Agriculture, forestry 

and soils, Earth Science and 

Environmental Science for the 

sub-topics in Geography. 

  

Apabi eBooks  

Chinese 

 

V 

 

ALL 

 

 

Biography In Context English 

 

V 

 

ALL 

 

Life stories and biographical 

accounts of famous persons, 

historical figures, leaders and 

saints worldwide.  The 

information provided also 

throws light on the historical 

events they experienced, their 

contributions and 

accomplishments, and the 

influence they made to history 

or the contemporary world.   

 

China Academic 

Journals Full-text 

Database (CAJ)  

Chinese 

 

V 

Citation & Abstract only  

 

Full-text Available : 

Hong Kong Central Library  

 

City Hall Public Library  

" " "

"  

Kowloon & Sha Tin Public Library 

 

" "  

 

Back to Table of Content  
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Key Learning Area  Subjects  

Personal, Social and Humanities Education 

 

Chinese History  

Economics  

Ethics and Religious Studies  

Geography  

History  

Tourism and Hospitality Studies  
  
Title  

 

Language  

 

Remote Access  

 

Available at 

 

Contents of Database 

 
     
< >

 Complete 

Classics Collection of 

Ancient China  

(Gu Jin Tu Shu Ji 

Cheng) 

Chinese 

 

V ALL 

 

 

Grolier Online English 

 

V 

 

ALL 

 

Information from encyclopedia 

articles, websites, media, news 

feature stories and magazines 

on economics, religions, 

geography and history. 

OmniFile Full Text 

Mega 

English 

 

V 

 

Hong Kong Central Library  
 

  
City Hall Public Library  

,  
Kowloon Public Library   

,  
Sha Tin Public Library  

,  
Tsuen Wan Public Library  

,  
Tuen Mun Public Library  

 

Provides indexes and full-text 

articles from magazines and 

academic journals on 

multi-disciplines and current 

events for Inquiry based 

learning.  Users may be able 

to find citations or full-text of 

English articles on humanities.  

With the citations they may be 

able to locate articles from the 

Newspapers & Periodicals 

Collection of Hong Kong 

Central Library. 

Opposing Viewpoints 

In Context 

English 

 

V 

 

Hong Kong Central Library  
 

 
 City Hall Public Library  

,  
Kowloon Public Library   

,  
Sha Tin Public Library  

,  
Tsuen Wan Public Library  

,  
Tuen Mun Public Library  

 

Provides full-text articles on 

some controversial issues and 

discussions on Modern History. 

Back to Table of Content  

 




















