
Global Reference on the Environment, 
Energy, and Natural Resources 

(GREENR) 
 

 
 
GREENR offers reference content in the area of 
the environment, energy and natural resources.  
The database combines news, unique commentary, 
audio, video, primary source documents, and case 
studies into a web-like experience.  It also offers 
interactive maps, opportunities for forums, 
customizable journals and news, and statistics of 
various areas such as energy systems, health care, 
food, climate change, population and economic 
development etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Searching 
 
Basic Search 

1. Enter one or more words in the Basic Search box 
and then click Search button. 

Advanced Search 

1. Click the Advanced Search link and enter term(s) 
and index type(s) in the search box. 

2. Select limitation to “peer-reviewed publications”, 
“documents with images”, or ”full-text 
documents”. 

 

3. You may limit results by entering  
z Document type; 
z Content type; 
z Publication subjects; 
z A date or range of dates for the publication; 
z Publication format and/or 
z Document number. 

4. Click on Search button. 

Result  

1. A Portal page that matches the search criteria will 
be displayed. 

 
**Here is a partial view of a sample Portal page. 

 
2. Search results will be categorized into Academic 

Journals, Associations, Book Reviews, Case 
Studies, Get Involved, Images, Magazines, News, 
Podcasts, Presentations, Primary Sources, 
Research Centers and Special Libraries, 
Reference, Statistics, Videos, and Websites and 
Blogs. 

 
 
 

Browse Issues And Topics 

1. Browse from the list of current issues by clicking a 
pictured category, such as: 
z Agriculture and Food Systems 
z Energy 
z Humans in the Natural World 
z Pollution 
z Science and Technology 
z Economics and Trade 
z Environment and Ecology 
z Law and Politics 
z Resource Management 
z Social Factors 

2. Click one of the specific issues displayed under a 
category image. 

World Map 

1. By using an interactive map, World Map, select 
geography to search for information on specific 
country or region and its related environmental 
issues and headline news. 

Tools 

1. Bookmark – You can have the bookmark URL for 
citation or email it to yourself or others. 

2. Citation Tools – You may have the citation 
formatted in MLA 6th or 7th edition, APA or Plain 
Text with Bibliographic Tags. 

3. Download – You may download the information 
in the format of HTML or Plain text with 
bibliographic tags. 

4. Share – You can share information with shortcut 
to Google, myAOL, Twitter, Facebook and more. 

5. Translate  – You can translate the document in 
different languages such as French, Spanish, 
Japanese, German, Italian, Portuguese, 
Chinese(Simplified), Korean and English. 

 
 
 
 
 



Search History

1. Click Search History button from the page banner, 
a history of the searches will be displayed.  The 
most recent search displays at the top of the list, 
with a maximum of 50 previous search queries 
displayed. 

Printing

1. Use the print function of browser to print. 
2. Follow the standard procedures to pay for and 

collect the printouts. 

Search Operator

*

Stands for any number of characters, 
including none.  
For example, pigment* matches pigment,
pigments, pigmentation, etc. 

?

Stands for exactly one character and is 
especially useful when you’re uncertain of 
a spelling.  
For example, relev?nce matches relevance.

!

Stands for one or no characters and is 
especially useful when you want to match 
the singular and plural of a word.  
For example, colo!r matches both color
(American) and colour (British). 

Wn

W is a within operator.  
For example, the search expression shared w3 
values matches any records in which the word 
values occurs three or fewer words after the 
word shared.

Nn

N is a near operator.  
For example, the search expression sun n5 
moon matches any records in which the words 
sun and moon occur within five or fewer words 
of each other in either direction. 

Available at

Hong Kong Central Library, City Hall, Kowloon,  
Sha Tin, Tsuen Wan and Tuen Mun Public Libraries. 

Remote Access  

Library card-holders of the Hong Kong Public 
Libraries may also access the database remotely via the 
World Wide Web by entering the following website of 
Hong Kong Public Libraries.  
http://www.hkpl.gov.hk/remote

http://www.hkpl.gov.hk/chi/remote

Enquiries

Tel.   2921 0222 
Email hkcl_ref@lcsd.gov.hk 
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